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Me, I'm learning a lot.
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Patents are for the
benefit of society.
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Making software is faster and cheaper.

1



6

Software systems are comparatively 
complex.
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Less overhead means more people get 
involved.
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Independent invention is common.
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Reuse is best practise.
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Software patents cover ideas, not 
implementations.
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A selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor

Prozac
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The Fibonacci sequence

Python language
def fib(n):
    a, b = 0, 1
    for i in range(n):
        a, b = b, a + b
    return a

Haskell language
fib :: Integer -> Integer
fib 0 = 1
fib 1 = 1
fib n = fib (n-1) + fib (n-2)
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20 years is a lifetime in computing.

6



14

We were doing fine without patents, 
thank you.
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After 1991, innovation continues 
merrily without relying on patents.
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• VET (antivirus, 1989)
• Trumpet Winsock (networking, 1993)
• rsync (data synchronisation, 1996)
• netfilter/iptables (firewall, 1998)

Aussie inventions without patents:
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Computing is interesting, challenging 
and profitable.
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The winners: mega-corporations
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The losers: everyone else
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Please exclude computation and 
information processing from 
patentable subject matter.
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More information
End Software Patents in Australia campaign 
endsoftpatents.org/australia

Patent Absurdity documentary
patentabsurdity.com

Ben Sturmfels
ben@sturm.com.au

http://endsoftpatents.org/australia
http://patentabsurdity.com/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23

