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Ending Software Patents 
in Australia

Ben Sturmfels
ben@sturm.com.au
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Patents are for the
benefit of society.
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What do we want?What do we want?
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How do we get there?
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Our campaign is to End Software 
Patents.

(to exclude computation and information processing 
from patentable subject matter)
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We missed the 2009 Review of 
Patentable Subject Matter.
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Our ambassadors:

 - Bill Appelbe
 - Dr Anthony Berglas
 - Roger Clark
 - Paul Gampe
 - Dr Les Kitchen
 - Rusty Russell
 - Dr Andrew Tridgell
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We petitioned the government.
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“

”

A recent petition to the Minister signed by members of the 
computer software industry argued that patents are not 
necessary to encourage innovation in their industry, that the 
term of a patent (20 years) is too long, and that the cost 
involved (in avoiding infringing patents, and defending 
against patent lawsuits) is not viable, particularly for small to 
medium-sized businesses.

In his submission, Anthony Berglas argued that computer 
software should not be patentable, due to the adverse effects 
on innovation and the intangibility of software.
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Innovation patents are harmful too.
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How are we doing so far?
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What else are we working on?
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The End Software Patents Coalition:

 [your logo here]
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You're part of this story.
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More information
End Software Patents in Australia campaign 
endsoftpatents.org/australia

Patent Absurdity documentary
patentabsurdity.com

Ben Sturmfels
ben@sturm.com.au
@stumbles (Identi.ca)

http://endsoftpatents.org/australia
http://patentabsurdity.com/
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